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                   Bhichai Rattakul’s Thoughts Regarding Rotary International

                  “ I am a firm believer in working from the bottom up, rather than the top down.

                   Rotarians themselves are in the best position to know what is important to their

                   clubs and communities.  In the past, too many new programs have been introduced

                   at the beginning of each Rotary year.  This year, I will not implement any new programs,

                   goals, or quotas.  It is important to focus on those programs that are already in place,

                   rather than diffuse our efforts.

                   I invite clubs to focus on the following areas:

· Increasing membership based on specific club goals ie, to increase membership

to 1.5 million members by 2005

· Participating in or financially supporting at least one project or program of The 

       Rotary Foundation

· Initiating or continuing at least one activity within each of the four Avenues of Service

One major focus of the 2002-2003 year will be to support Polio Plus .  The Rotary

Foundation of RI has launched a new campaign, Fulfilling Our Promise: Eradicate Polio,

to raise US$80 million to help achieve our goal of  eradicating polio by the year 2005.

The funds raised by Rotarians will be matched or surpassed by the World Bank and the

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

I also invite Rotarians to begin preparations for Rotary’s milestone centennial in 2005.

One way to commemorate this historic event is to implement a Rotary Centennial 

Community Project.  It might take the form of  a  park for children, a shelter for the

homeless, or a vocational center for the unemployed.  This project will serve as a lasting

reminder of Rotary’s contributions and mission to service.

This year’s RI theme is SOW THE SEEDS OF LOVE, based on my belief that

meaningful service comes from the heart.  I encourage all Rotarians to SOW THE SEEDS

OF LOVE in their clubs, in their vocations, in their communities, and throughout the

World.

I believe we can change the world, one life at a time.  No project is too small or 

insignificant, especially to those it benefits. My hope is that the seeds of service will blossom and live for countless generations to come.”

Taken from The President’s Message, July 2002
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