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NEXT MEETING………….Tuesday  January 20th

We will be viewing and discussing the photos hung for this years Housatonic Camera Club’s annual Exhibition and Sale at Noble Horizons.  The show opened with a reception on Friday, January 9, and will be open for viewing 11am – 4pm, weekends through Sunday, February 15th.  Bill DeVoti and the Salon Committee were excited to have 13 club members submit over 75 entries!
We will also be judging for the January NECCC

competition.  Please submit entries to Rita Matthews ASAP 

she needs time to get them together before the meeting!  
The title format for NECC is as follows………
X#$Club name$last name$first name$title.jpg 

Were X to stand for P or N (pictorial or nature)
# is for the contest number (this is the second) 
Club name is just Housatonic and title(of photo).jpg
E-mail questions to Rita at…  explomat44@yahoo.com 

REMINDER from Judy Becker………
A final plea for prints for the NECC competition – 

Need for the winter competition


Make-ups for fall
 1 color    2 black & white

 
 3 black & white
Prints must be mounted, NOT FRAMED.

Size AT LEAST 8”x10”   NO MORE THAN 16”x 20”

We submit 4 entries, each from a different maker. BUT there were only 3 color entries and NO b&w for the fall competition
so we can do make ups.
The President’s Corner

By

Sergei Fedorjaczenko

Photography as an Art

The Salon Committee finished reviewing submittals for the annual Noble Horizons and I am happy to say the turnout was great and the submitted work even better.  Good job to all!

The photographs were so good it got me to thinking, is photography getting too easy?  There used to be a mystique about photography.  There were f-stops to worry about.  Balancing f-stops with shutter speed, focusing, film speed, carrying meters around, filters.  That was just part of the camera stuff.  If you were really into photography and did your own dark room work that introduced another level of complexity.  Now, anyone with a moderately priced point and shoot digital camera can take a decent photograph provided they follow a few simple rules.  No focusing, no settings, no problems and the photo can be viewed immediately.  If Aunt Gilda had her eyes shut, you can take the photograph over, and over and over.  With the ability to take as many shots as one can fit on the memory card and with memory cards in the multi gig range that is a lot of photographs.  So the statistical chances of winding up with some good shots are greatly improved.  What this has done is raised the quality of the “average” photographer.  Many of these photographs can be printed, framed and displayed with pride.

However, there is still another side of photography.  That is photography as an art.  It is seeing that special composition, the interlacing or juxtaposition of colors.  Seeing the subtle qualities of light and shadows.  It takes a photograph from merely a recording of an image to that of statement by the artist, and the photographer does at that point become an artist, expressing his or her imagination.

The process does not stop with just recording the image.  The possibilities for manipulating the image in Photoshop or other computer-based software are infinite.  Images may be cropped, stretched, shrunk.  Hues, intensities and contrasts can change the mood and feel of a photograph.  Images may be combined or simplified, features added or deleted.  It takes an image from what the photographer may have seen with their eyes to something the artist sees with their mind.

And the process does not stop there.  Presentation of the work is the final step; for in order to share the idea the artist must put it in a form that others can view and appreciate.    It can be printed, matted and framed.  There is the choice of size, mat colors, frame style and color.  If the image is to be shared electronically or projected, it may be combined with other images and sound may be added.

So the next time you are either taking or planning a photograph or explaining to someone what you do as a photographer, remember that you are not merely a photographer but an artist making a statement.

Pixels?  How many do I need?, how many do I want?
By   Rita Mathews

According to all the ads and the camera companies, as far as pixels are concerned the more the better. It is proving to be quite a race between all the companies and the number of pixels their new cameras come out with.  Never fear, you do not have to buy a new camera just to keep up.  So let us look at what happens in a camera with its capture of pixels.  Probably the most important item is not how many pixels but the size of them. Sensors capture   photons.  Bigger sensors usually mean bigger pixels which provide a big advantage making an image.   If your think of the sensor as a sheet of material that is pocked with millions (mega) of cylindrical, cuplike pixels, you can picture the sensor a tiny cup cake tin.  Light particles (photons) pass through the camera lens and are captured by the cups on the sensor.  Each cup is red, green, or blue. These three colors are the building blocks for all colors.  The more photons a camera catches the brighter the cups’ color. Totally empty cups record black and totally full cups record white.  Larger pixels, (cups) with larger surface areas, capture more photons per second; which means, in electronic speak, a stronger signal and in camera speak,   less noise and stronger colors. 

Since sensor sizes in compact cameras have not gotten much bigger while their mega pixel count has, increasing the number of pixels means smaller pixels.  Phil Askey, editor of dpreview.com, (I suggest you use this web address to get the pitch on all cameras you are interested in) states that with the small point & shoots they are cramming so many pixels in such a small sensor that noise is becoming a real problem.  The same is true for the single lens reflex cameras.   Recent tests in the dpreview.com  site show that the new 15 mega pixel Canon EOS 50D ($1500) shows visibly more luminance and noise then the older 10 megapixel Canon EOS 40D ($920). If you go to this web site you can see pixel density and sensor data on more than 1200 digital cameras.

Although some think that greater improvements in digital cameras is slowing down, just remember that technology always moves forward and can bring surprises.  At best it is the photographer that makes the photo, so become as knowledgeable as possible, for you are the most important part of a good photo.  But remember what Ansel Adams said: The sheer ease with which we can produce a superficial image often leads to creative disaster.  These ideas were taken from an article by Russ Justkalian in the New York Times.
Mark your calendars!
Joe Meehan will be at our April meeting.  He is very talented and knowledgable, and always willing to answer questions.  If you have missed his presentations in the past, don’t miss your chance this time.

A note from the Editor……


Many of you may or may not know who I am or why it’s taken me so long to put out the newsletter.  I have been out recuperating from surgery and Lazlo has been gracious enough to fill in at the last minute, until I was ready to take over.  We should all thank Lazlo for doing a great (and often frustrating) job, on top of keeping the web site and blog up and running.  I also want to take this time to remind (and plea) with all members to use the website and blog….at some point in the future, we would like to be able to post any and all club business on the site, to be accessible to all.  Here is the address   www.housatoniccameraclub.org  let Lazlo know what you think!

I would also like to mention my first day back, which was the Christmas dinner and presentation by Jonathan Doster.  Dinner was great, as usual, and I was excited to see a few new faces who I hope will continue to attend.  After dinner, we all settled in for a beautiful and informative presentation on the landscapes and various animal residents of the Sharon Audubon.  Jonathan was very gracious in answering numerous questions with not only his knowledge of photography, but also with his knowledge of the natural wonderland in his backyard.  I hope we will have him back in the future.

See you all at the next meeting!    Gisele
The following seems like a worthwhile trip to the city. 

(All info from the website earthfromaboveusa.com )
The power of a photograph.
If some photographers aim at leading us into their own world, the Earth From Above team endeavor to show us the world we live in. Their subject is the planet and all of its inhabitants, captured with humility and curiosity in a portrait to which the onlooker relates. Meaning prevails over formal beauty, and a good photograph, with the power to challenge, advise and move us, is arguably more effective than simply a beautiful image. 

As a documentary, the photographs impose an importance onto its texts in an effort to provide an educational dimension to the project. Resolutely optimistic, the result is a powerful message to dig deep into ourselves, and our ability to care about and take responsibility for each other and our home.

Earth From Above
A Free Outdoor Large-Scale Photography Exhibit 
By Yann Arthus Bertrand 

May 1 - June 28, 2009
World Financial Center Plaza, Battery Park City
Day and night
Free to the public 

Earth From Above is a breathtaking collection of large-scale aerial photography by world-renowned French environmentalist, Yann Arthus-Bertrand. A visual record for future generations, this outdoor public art exhibition and experiential event presents awe-inspiring portraits of our planet, and a new perspective on the need for sustainable living. 

Free to the public, day and night, experiential, and green by design, this 8-week event will be the largest to date, featuring 150 images from around the globe, captioned by sustainable development experts. Featuring a walkable world map, exhibit for the blind, and inspiration center, Earth From Above will bring into focus our planet's fragility to deliver a poignant, hopeful and educational message.

50% of the installation will feature new images taken during the production of Yann's feature film, Home, premiering on World Environment Day, June 5, 2009.

Since its Paris premiere in 2000, Earth From Above has been seen on every populated continent by more than 130 million visitors in over 120 cities including London, Tokyo, Berlin, Seoul, Beirut, Moscow, Sydney, Mexico City, Montreal, Stockholm, and Reykjavik. In the United States, Earth From Above is an eco-educational project of Matter of Trust, a 501(c)(3) public charity, and is produced by Picture Earth LLC.

Details of the displays follow……..

Photo Display

The NYC exhibition will contain over 150 large-format photographs  “ the largest exhibit to date “ aiming to offer a message about the need for sustainable development.  More than a staging of beautiful pictures, it is an inventory of fixtures of our planet, with educational text to help us better understand and preserve it. Each exhibition features new photographs.

Walkable World Map
A map of the world helps us visualize the location of the fascinating places around the world where Yann Arthus-Bertrand took his photos. Locations are indicated on the walk-on map together with their geographic co-ordinates. The map is a favorite playground for children who learn about geography and other cultures simply by walking it. Teaching a lesson about connectedness and our home, the world map helps us understand that we are all citizens of the same planet.

Exhibit for the Blind

A one-of-a-kind exhibition in of itself, the Exhibit for the Blind allows us to experience the world through touch. We see, understand and interpret the image in front of us. And we react with our hearts. But what if we are blind? Meet tactile photography. For the first time, people who are visually impaired can access the surprise, drama and emotion of some of the world's most stunning photography.

Inspiration Center (Outdoor)

Within the exhibit, an inspiration theater will screen a 90-minute video loop, featuring inspiring, action and solutions-driven stories about sustainability, positive social change, and global connectedness. Sponsors, partners and world-leading innovators and doers will share their initiatives and commitments. 

Inspiration Center (Inside Gallery)

The indoor inspiration center will include Yann's behind-the-scenes 15-minute documentary, classroom activities, and additional exhibit content. This venue is designed to bring people together to engage, educate and exchange ideas, research and sign up for various associations, organizations, green careers, newsletters, contests, and more.

Website

The online element of the exhibit, Earthfromaboveusa.com, will be the catalyst and connection between the physical exhibits and the different communities touched and inspired by the beauty of the pictures. The site will celebrate and share widely among an ever-growing audience initiatives and action launched to make our world more peaceful and sustainable.

"Home" a film by Yann Arthus-Bertrand

Scheduled to be released for free around the world on June 5th, 2009, a special screening of Home - a feature film directed by Yann Athus-Bertrand and produced by Luc Besson - will take place at the winter garden.
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To me, photography is an art of observation. It's about finding something interesting in an ordinary place... I've found it has little to do with the things you see and everything to do with the way you see them.          


 �HYPERLINK "http://www.great-quotes.com/cgi-bin/viewquotes.cgi?action=search&Author_First_Name=Elliott&Author_Last_Name=Erwitt&Movie="��Elliott Erwitt �   French Photographer 
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